Term 1 2015
Monthly Round Up...
Happy 2015 and welcome back for another action packed Scouting Year! While
some of us were resting over the Christmas break, Venturers from across the Top
End, were busy doing what they do best... ADVENTURING to the AV2015 in South
Australia. Despite poor weather all attendees emerged smiling after 10 days of
activities including, Sailing, Kayaking across 3 States, Scuba Diving, Mountain
Biking and everything in between. See full report on page 5

Looking Ahead...

Founders Day is just around the corner
with Woorabinda Youth Camp Grounds
in Howard Springs playing host to the
festivities this year.
Come along on February 22nd from
10am -2pm to enjoy a sausage sizzle, a
light refreshment and a host of activities
in honour of the guy that started it all…
Happy Birthday Sir Baden Powell.

from Woorabinda
Woorabinda was a hive of activity over the Australia Day Weekend, with Belinda and a team
of willing helpers preparing the grounds for irrigation. Belinda would like to sincerely thank
everyone that was involved and has helped over the Christmas period.

Woorabinda Youth Camp Ground is now taking bookings for 2015.
Remember the grounds are not just for Scouts, so if you know a group or person looking for
a safe and secure camp ground to host a special 1 day or overnight event contact Belinda
Brustolin at gl.woorabinda@nthq.scouts.com.au or call the office on (08) 8948 0994.
With
and Cold showers, flushing toilets, fire pit, outdoor kitchen and easy access to the
Howard Springs recreation park, why would you want to go anywhere else?!! For more
information check out the user guide at http://www.nt.scouts.com.au/Woorabinda

Out and About...
Humpty Doo have wasted no time in 2015, the Group have been practicing their canoeing skills in
preparations for their trip to Sydney in March. The Humpty Doo Group will be reunited with
members from 1st Balmoral Sea Scouts, whom visited the Northern Territory in late 2014. The
Northern Territory Scouts are looking forward to a weekend regatta with over 1000 participants,
without having to keep an eye out for crocs…

Photo: Humpty Doo Scout Group hitting
the water

Photo: Not a sign of distress  Humpty
Doo Scout Group, show confidence when
they hit the water

Any Scout young or old that wishes to
practice their orienteering skills, grab your compass and get along to one of many TOP END
ORIENTEERS activities planned for 2015. Let your Scouts show you what they know, or refine their
skills by checking out http://www.teo.asn.au/events.aspx for information about events the whole
family can enjoy.

SPOTLIGHT ON…
Landcare Badge
With Clean Up Australia Day just around the corner March 1st,
why not get involved and earn credit towards your Landcare Badge. If
you’re stuck for ideas on what to do, or where to get involved, why not
contact Belinda at Woorabinda via email at gl.woorabinda@nthq.com.au,
as she will have plenty of ways you can earn your badge in no time… Keep
up the conservation theme throughout the month of March and
incorporate Earth Hour into your activities on March 28th.

Their Service Our Heritage:
ANZAC Day 2015 is fast approaching and with
100 years passing since so many young men and
women sacrificed so much. Make this year even more
memorable by committing your participation in one of
the many remembrance events planned throughout
Australia and overseas. Don’t forget to let your Group
Leaders know so you can earn you a Their Service Our
Heritage Badge for 2015.

The Scout Shop
SHIRTS, BADGES and a whole lot more
The Scout Shop is your one stop for all things Scouting! Scout Leaders and Section leaders
struggling with activity ideas why not come in and check out our range of resources. Any Scout
planning a trip away, don’t leave town without visting us first! Make sure you’re well stocked in
Northern Territory memorabilia and gifts to impress your hosts and fellow Scouts.
Those unable to visit the shop in person are encouraged to
place an order over the phone on (08) 8948 0994 during
office hours.
**Remember any purchase over $60 receives free postage

Congratulations
The Grey Wolf Award is the highest honour as a CUB Scout so
congratulations to: Jackson Reid and Ashlee Reid of Howard
Springs; William Wetherspooon and Elisha Pettit of Alawa; Daniel
Connell and Lachlan Connell of Alyangula; Conner Sarney-Scotney
of Katherine, Jacklin Dacey of Humpty Doo and Alex Moloney, Jordi
Krikke and Portia Lovat of Alice Springs for achieving the Grey Wolf
Award in 2014.

At a young 84-years, Group Leader Donald Lockley has been volunteering for more than 60
years and has been formally recognised in time for Australia Day.
Don Lockley was awarded Australia Day Citizen

of the Year by the Darwin City Council on Australia
Day in 2015.
Mr Lockley was nominated by his eldest son due to his
dedication to everything from local scouts to cancer
survivors. "You don't do it [volunteer] in the hope to get
recognition," he said. "When you do, you get real chuffed."
As an active Leader at Alawa Scout Group you are an
inspiration to us all!

A Tribute to:
Scouts Australia Northern Territory Branch are sad to report the passing of

Ashley James

Dally. Ash was a Life Member of Scouts Australia Northern Territory Branch and was also
awarded the Order of Australia Medal in 1991, for his service to Scouting.
A well-attended funeral took place at ST. MARY’S
STAR OF THE SEA CATHEDRAL in Smith Street,
Darwin, on Wednesday the 10th of December 2014.
The family requested that in exchange for flowers,
donations be made instead to the Lord Baden Powell
Society, through Scouts Northern Territory.
BRAVO to one of the fathers of Scouting in the
Northern Territory.
Ash, we will catch up at our destination, when our
trails are finished, thank you for blazing the way.

Important Dates
February

22nd

Founders Day – Woorabinda

March
1st

Clean Up Australia Day
7th International Women’s Day
15th NT Gifted Interactive Showcase
21st Harmony Day
28th Earth Hour

April
3rd-5th

Easter
25th ANZAC day

DON’T
FORGET
Scouts Northern
Territory Branch has
a range of equipment
available to Groups (for
Free) and to hire.
Whether you’re after a
popcorn machine for
your next Movie Night, a
one stop BBQ trailer,
somewhere to store your
cold drinks or a Dunking Machine…We’ve got it!

That’s all from us for now, remember we would love to share your stories the next
Scouts Northern Territory Branch Newsletter, so drop us a line or send a photo to
info@scoutsnthq.com.au Happy Scouting to all those involved. Till next time, take
care x Scouts Northern Territory Branch Headquarters.

AN AV2015
ADVENTURE…
The 16th Australian Venture, AV2015 “Heaps Good”, was held from the 2nd to the 13th
January at the Woodhouse campsite in the Adelaide hills, South Australia.

The

contingent from the Northern Territory
was made up of 18 venturers, 2 leaders
and a rover from across the Top End.
The Venture was split into 2 parts with
the first 5 days being where venturers
chose an expedition to specialise in.
These including scuba diving, tall ship
sailing, hiking, kayaking, mountain
biking,

abseiling,

caving,

cooking,

surfing, farming, motor racing, small
boat sailing, rafting and many more.
Fortunately the 5 day expeditions meant most
participants were scattered across the SouthEastern parts of the State and missed the
evacuation of the Woodhouse Campsite due to
Bushfires burning in the Adelaide Hills.
Following the expedition everyone came
together at Woodhouse Campsite for more
“relaxing activities” such as laser skirmish, high
ropes course, abseiling, giant swing, rock climbing wall, billy cart racing, 320 metre long
flying fox, archery, water slide, challenge hill, carnival, internet café, sumo wrestling as
well as evening entertainments such as fluro discos, entertainments and moonlit
cinema.

The weather tried its best to play havoc with
the Organisers and fluctuated between 42
degree heat and high winds at the opening
ceremony at the Adelaide Arena basketball
stadium, to significantly coolers temperatures
and wet and foggy conditions towards the end.

At one stage we were living inside the clouds that clung to the Mt Lofty Ranges and there
were odd patches of hail. Only a few activities needed to be delayed or cancelled
because of the conditions.
Despite the conditions the NT Venturers had a great
time, made new friends and took on new challenges.
I was very impressed with the general behaviour and
maturity shown by those from the NT with only a
couple of minor incidents. One of our Venturers had
suspected appendicitis and spent a few days in
hospital, resting before re-joining the Woodhouse
Camp later, on light duties. As expected a few were
caught out by the cooler than expected conditions as
too were a few people whose tents didn’t cope well
with the rain. A couple of trips to the shops and a few
runs into the local Laundromat to use their dryers, soon
put things right!

The Venture was fantastic and worked well and providing wonderful experiences to all
who attended. There were lots of new friendships formed which we hope will continue
into the future. Despite the weather everyone did what they needed to do and did not
dampen the spirits of the Northern Territory Contingent. My thanks to all who
attended from the NT and to those who helped make that happen. A very big thanks
to Scouts South Australia and their Venture Organising Committee for running such a
great event.

Ross Champion
NT Contingent Leader

